
A N N U A L  R E P O R T
T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y



	 estled on a wooded and beautifully landscaped 117 acres in Covington, Louisiana, just north 
	 of New Orleans, Christwood is dedicated to expanding the possibilities and making life better 
	 for older adults in every way.

Our not-for-profit Life Plan Community, also known as a continuing care retirement community, offers 
independent living as well as personalized care services, including assisted living, cognitive memory care, 
acute care and long term care services. Over the years, Christwood has expanded its mission to provide 
services to the greater Northshore community. The Community Center at Christwood is a complete health, 
fitness and wellness center that also features a full-service spa. At Your Service by Christwood is a new division 
of Christwood, providing home maintenance services to Christwood residents and those 55+ in the greater 
Northshore community.Christwood Companion Services provides care to Christwood residents and 
individuals age 55+ living in the greater Northshore community in the comfort of their own homes.

In the early 1980s, Reverend Stephen Holzhalb, then rector of Christ Episcopal Church in Covington, 
proposed the idea of Christwood to his vestry. With their enthusiastic support and assistance, a feasibility 
study was launched.

After establishing the need for a Northshore retirement community that would offer a vibrant, secure 
lifestyle for older adults, the vestry hired Christwood’s first Executive Director, Jack Lohman, and opened 
the community’s doors in May of 1996.

The following year, the Christwood Foundation was established as a not-for-profit, 501 (c) (3) organization 
with a mission of benefiting Christwood and its residents through philanthropic support.

Today, in its 26th year, under the leadership of Steve Holzhalb, who serves as Executive Officer, and with 
the guidance of a 16-member volunteer Board of Directors, Christwood offers concierge living, resort-style 
amenities, convenient services and easy access to healthcare to more than 250 residents.

(Not pictured: Allen Catalanotto, Chandler Craig, Michelle Gallagher, Esq, (Board Secretary), 
Beverly Gariepy (Board Vice President), Judge Jack Greene, Kerry Milton, RN, MSHA)

(From left) Brigadier General Michael Cushman, USAF, 
Jim Valliant, Jimmy Rogers, Ed Miltenberger, CLU, CBES, 

Charlie Goodyear, Paul Dennis (Board President)

(From left) Bryan Huval, CPA, CGFM (Board Treasurer), 
Patti Ellish (Board Vice President), Richard Cryar, David Duplantier, Esq.

CHRISTWOOD BOARD



During the COVID pandemic, people from all over the world adapted to living their 
lives very differently. Instead of going to work at their various places of employment, 
many began working at home on their laptops, conducting meetings by Zoom. 
Schoolchildren stayed home, glued to screens, trying hard to learn virtually. All over 
the world, and here at Christwood, people missed one of the vital things that make 
life enjoyable — carefree socialization.

During the pandemic, Christwood’s staff and residents alike rose to the occasion in splendid form. Our 
community represented the very best in humankind. Be kind, be kind, be kind became our motto and 
our theme. Our staff and residents alike are to be congratulated for what the writer Ernest Hemingway 
defined as courage — grace under pressure. And all during 2022 as restrictions began to melt away, and 
the joys of socialization returned to our campus, it has been heartwarming to see the hugs, handshakes 
and smiles as gatherings resumed and a return to normal was celebrated by all, as illustrated in this report.

My sincerest thanks to you all, 
 
 
Paul Dennis - President, Christwood Board of Directors

(From left) Amy Pinac- Wimberley, Paul Dennis, Judie Boudin, Jim Valliant (Chair), Conie Abernathy, Tom Snedeker, Midge Henry, 
Mike Oliver, Steve Holzhalb, Bryan Huval, John Maginnis (Not pictured: Beverly Gariepy (Vice Chair), Kim Vanek, Judge Jack Greene)

CHRISTWOOD FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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Celebrating a Return to a Blessed Normal

Paul Dennis
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LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Steve Holzhalb

Dear Friends and Family of Christwood,

Over the years I have become increasingly impressed with the essential spirit 
of Christwood that makes a place for each individual’s life choices while being 
a part of this community. What I mean by that is encapsulated in a phrase one 
of our residents once shared with me. He said, “Steve, what’s so perfect about 
this is I can open my door and meet my friends, some new some long time, or 
I can close my door and have all the privacy I want.” Each of us, I believe has a 
rhythm of engagement and privacy. Some tend to one pole or the other. 
Christwood not only allows but celebrates both of those realities which may 
vary with what’s going on in our lives. Each person can find the rhythm of 
friends and privacy that best suits his or her needs and wants.

Returning to a normal, if somewhat adjusted, lifestyle following the challenges and hardships of Covid 
restrictions and self-imposed isolation has been important in achieving the quality of life and the style of 
it available in a vibrant community that is both diverse and homogenous. The variety of social, educational, 
religious, and spontaneous events enhances and invites one to be oneself within a community of caring 
neighbors and staff to support that variety of lifestyles.

I’m not sure that at the initial visioning of Christwood, any of the early supporters who made the community 
possible saw the degree to which the quality of life possible could be realized. It exists and is enjoyed on 
a day by day basis. I hope the pages of this report will give you some sense of the quality of individual and 
community life is enjoyed by those who make Christwood their home.

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve Holzhalb, Executive Officer



Ann Sheldon*Mr. & Mrs. Ray Rabidoux

Odile Simpson*Ruth Fischer*

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Herdrich

Bob Carrow*

Bob & Martha Leake*

Jean Mitchell*

Ellie Caffery*Marge Edwards*

Mr.* & Mrs. Gene Miller

The Rev’d L. Stephen & Mrs. Julie Holzhalb

The Rev’d Winston & Mrs. Barbara Rice

Alma Wirth*John T. & Lois R. Velkas*

A Message From the Foundation’s Director
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The Foundation’s mission of providing philanthropic support to help seniors live 
with dignity, independence and the assurance of needed physical, spiritual, and 
medical care grows more with each passing year.

We continue seeking to improve upon Christwood’s margin of excellence in every 
way, through innovation, focused effort and creativity. In other words, to always go 
above and beyond in its ability to enhance and lead our region in the delivery of 
care, senior services and education.

This margin of excellence cannot be achieved through operating revenue alone. It depends on the 
generosity of giving hearts in our community.

Donations of all sizes and types help sustain signature programs, launch new ones, educate employees 
and expand our capacity to serve our community now and in the years ahead.

The Foundation granted over $37,618 in scholarships. The recipients work in various departments and 
are participating in a wide range of programs. We are thankful to our donors who allowed us to do so 
much this year. We are excited for you to read about it in this report and we look forward to continuing 
to foster growth in our vibrant community.

We recognize and thank those individuals who have named the Christwood Foundation, or have notified 
the Foundation of their intent to make, a beneficiary of their will, trust, or other planned gift arrangement. 

If you are interested in joining the Legacy Circle please contact the Foundation office at (985) 292-1201.

Amy Pinac-Wimberley

PLANNED GIFTS & BEQUESTS

*Deceased



When considering the design features and palette for the corridor 
refurbishment project, the goal was to achieve a look that would 
be both residential and elegant and one that would allow a smooth 
transition from the Premiere Commons into the residential area. The 
previous design from 1996 was based on a bold jewel toned color 
scheme that was popular at the time, while current color preferences 
are more subdued and softer.

To place an emphasis on each residential doorway and give the apartment entrances more visibility and 
definition, a 3” trim millwork was installed surrounding the outer doorways, painted in a lighter tone that 
matches the chair rail. Newly installed recessed lighting created more even light throughout and was 
complimented by handsome wall sconces in intervals along the corridors, with smaller sconces installed 
at each apartment entrance. New handrails matching the handrails in the commons area were installed 
on both sides of the corridor.

Comfortable furnishings were selected for each center court to provide a place to gather and visit. All the 
work was done by an experienced team from McMath Construction, who provided first hand experience 
with our policies, protocols, and having worked extensively with residents put them in a favorable position as 
they were known also by residents, having done many projects, most recently in Atrium in the combining 
of two apartments into one.

Premiere Corridor Refurb
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In 2022, Christwood applied for and was awarded an FCC license to operate 
FM 89.5 and selected the call letters WCWD to identify the station.

Cooperating with the tutelage of and maximizing the relationship that Christwood enjoys with the 
fifty-year successful broadcast service of WWNO, Christwood envisions a relationship with WWNO that 
would allow simulcast of classical music and other cultural programing already provided by WWNO. 
The envisioned agreement would allow for future synchronistic program development to the benefit 
of both stations in accord with their respective missions.

Broadcast programing will be also be derived from our twenty-six-year tradition of providing cultural, 
educational, and inspirational programs to seniors and their families through offerings to members of 
the residential community, the Community Center, and the greater Northshore community. In addition 
to providing a classical music program format, Christwood envisions the addition of educational 
programming to include interviews with local and regional health care leaders, historians, writers, 
musicians, multimedia artists and chefs.

Paul Maassen • Ed Miltenberger • Skip Scoggin • Nick Tusa • John Maginnis 
Steve Holzhalb • Jessica Valladares • Ann Loomis • Bob Carr

From its founding, Christwood has been a pet-friendly 
community, allowing and encouraging residents to enjoy 
their pets in appropriate areas of the campus. The bond 
between humans and some domesticated animals is a 
strong one, and the loss of a pet can be devastating.

To help assuage the pain of loss of a pet and to help preserve its memory, Christwood created a special 
spot this past year to accommodate the cremated remains of deceased pets. It is located across the pond 
from the Community Center veranda, at the Resting Tree, where the “singing” chimes sound. This beautiful 
spot, marked by a multi-trunked oak, has been prepared with sinker cypress boards upon which can 
be placed plaques engraved with names of the pets and their owners and desired dates.

According to the mission statement of the Resting Tree Memorial Garden, “The Garden will provide a 
place of solitude and connection on campus to acknowledge loss and hope and to provide as place to 
inter the ashes of those pets with whom we’ve shared a portion of our lives.”

The Resting Tree 
Memorial Garden

Christwood On Air!
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WCWD Advisory Board Members:
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We are grateful to all of our donors who supported Christwood’s mission through 
monetary and in-kind gifts. Between December 1, 2021 and November 30, 2022, 

the Foundation’s four main funds received the following amounts:

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSIT Y

$5,422 to the Lohman Fund

$7,082 to the Employee Benevolence Fund

$21,002 to the Employee Education Fund

$90,486 to the Founders Fund
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R E V E N U E  B Y  D E PA R T M E N T

Independent Living

Skilled Nursing

Assisted Living

Cognitive Care

Companion Care

Community Center

Christwood Connect

$9,610,926

$2,213,019

$1,854,948

$1,490,969

$1,620,431

$380,041

$158,429



Erica Eckert, RN, Director of Nursing in Skilled, has begun working 
towards her Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) at the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette.

Aline P. Krobert, Dining Information Assistant, is continuing to work 
on her Masters in Arts in Gerontology, with a concentration in Mental 
Health at the University of Louisiana at Monroe.

Garrett Pounds, LPN in Assisted Living, began the LPN to RN program 
at Southwest Mississippi Community College.

Allie Schmidt, CNA in Assisted Living, began the Practical Nursing 
Program at Northshore Technical Community College.

Austin Shaw, dishwasher in the dining department, has started 
general coursework at Southeastern Louisiana University with hopes 
of pursuing Criminal Justice. 

Jason Weilbaecher, Director of Hospitality, is working towards his 
Bachelor’s in Health Services Administration.

The Foundation granted over $37,618 in scholarships. The recipients 
serve in various departments and have a wide range of programs.

SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS
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Alexius Smith, a server in the 
Dining Department, has 

completed her course work 
and exams, and is now a 
Licensed Practical Nurse. 

She has accepted a position 
in the Assisted Living 

Department at Christwood.(Not pictured: Garrett Pounds, Allie Schmidt, Jason Weilbaecher)



Ms. Conie Abernathy
Mrs. Ladonna Allen
Mrs. Donna Alonzo
Ms. Todreion Amos
Ms. Karena Anderson
Ms. Patricia A. Anderson
Mr. Gregg Avila
Ms. Dorothy L. Bader-Smith
The Very Reverend and Mrs. Paul Bailey
Mrs. Jackie Baker
Ms. Jamie Ball
Ms. Noel P. Banowetz
Dr. William Barfield
Rt. Reverend and Mrs. John Bauerschmidt
Ms. Barbara K. Beauchamp
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Becnel
Ms. Elizabeth Bedikian
Mrs. Alysia Bennett
Ms. Eileen Bennett
Ms. Kingsley Bickham
Mr. William Bienvenu
Ms. Mabel Louise Blake*
Ms. Judie Boudin
Ms. Leona Bourgeois
Mr.* and Mrs. Owen Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bruney
Mrs. Jennifer Buchholz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Burke
Mrs. Betty Burton
Ms. Anne Butts
Ms. Anne Cain
Ms. Ruthie Cambre
Ms. Suzanne Cangelosi
Mr. and Mrs.* Bob Carr
Mr. Robert Carrow*
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Carruth
Dr. Mary Michelle Cartwright
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Casadaban
Mr. Lattimore Casaneve
Mr. Edward Chase
Mr. Joel H. Clarkson
Ms. Mandy L. Couvillion
Mr. Chandler Craig
Mr. Shenard Crandle
Ms. Brittany Crosby
Mr. Robert Cunningham
Ms. Marjorie DeBoisblanc Daigle
Mr. Robert Danos
Mr. John “Marty” Dean

Mr. Thomas Deering
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Dennis
Ms. Karen Depp
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Dodds
Mr. Dwayne Doll
Ms. Deena Drewes
Mr. Jeffrey Dreyfus
Mr. David Duplantier
Mr. Robert Eason
Ms. Erica N. Eckert
Ms. Vanessa Edwards
Ms. Victoria H. Edwards
Ms. Airey D. Ellis
Ms. Patti Ellish
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Flink
Ms. Ariane Fabre
Ms. Michelle Finch
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Founds
Mr. William Frost
Ms. Laura V. Fussell
Ms. Angela Garland
Ms. Linda Gayton
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Gibbs
Mr. and Mrs. Cris Gillespie
Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood Githens
Ms. Stella Golden
Ms. Elizabeth Goodman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Goodyear
Ms. Montega M. Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. John Graham
The Honorable and Mrs. John W Greene
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Gundlach
Mrs. Charlene Haik
Mrs. Jenny Hamlin
Mr. Robert Hanson
Ms. Lesley F. Hardin
Ms. Martha Harlan
Mr. Chuck Harvey
Ms. Henrietta Harvey
Mr. Robert Headrick
Mr. Greg Heisser
Ms. Stephanie Hemphill
The Reverend and Mrs. David Henry
Ms. Teresa Hernandez
Mrs. Kristen Hill
Ms. Carol Lynn Hoffman
The Reverend and Mrs. L. Steve Holzhalb
Mrs. Ebony Hoskins
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Howe

Ms. Valerie Hughes
Mr. Tyler Israel
Mrs. Elizabeth Jackson
Mr. Wilton James
Mrs. Darlene Jarrell
Ms. Margaret Joly
Ms. Marlena Jones
Mr. Silvan Jones
Mrs. Melinda Jones
Mrs. Heather Jones
Ms. Shirley Jordan
Mr. Randy Karl
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Keenan
Mr. and Mrs. David Kerr
Mr. Richard Kilgore
Mr. Jacob Kilpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin G. King
Mr. and Mrs. Henry King
Ms. Margot Koch
Ms. Barbara Kraus
Mr. Paul J. Krobert
Ms. Maureen B. Kuntz
Ms. Naomi LaBrousse
Mrs. Jackie Lafitte
Mr. H. Merritt Lane III
Mrs. E. Sorrell Lanier
Ms. Martha Farwell Levert
Mrs. Fran Lindquist
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lipari
Ms. Ann Loomis
Mr. Chris Magee
Ms. Erika Magee
Ms. Laura Manton
Ms. Sharon A. Marks
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Martin
Mr. Dominic Massa
Ms. Ruth B. Maxwell
Mr. Martin Mayer
Ms. Sue McCormick
Ms. Peggy McElveen
Ms. Sally McGehee
Mr. and Mrs. William Messersmith III
Ms. Lorraine H. Meyers
Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Micelle
Mr. Ed Miltenberger
Mr. Warren Moore
Ms. Mary L. Morris
Ms. Lawanda D. Moses
Ms. Judy Munden

DONATIONS RECEIVED BETWEEN 11/1/2021 - 11/31/2022

The following donors have generously supported the mission of Christwood.
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Ms. Linda Nelson
Ms. Julie Norton
Ms. Joyce L. Oakland
Mr. Nathan Ocmond
Mr. Shaun Ocmond
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Ogden
Mr. Donald Oliver
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Oubre III
Mr. and Mrs. James Owens
Ms. Zhanice Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Partridge
Mr. Maurice Patrick
Ms. Geraldine Payton
Mr. Rob Pergament
Ms. Tami Perry
Ms. Gercelyn Peterson
Ms. Frances D. Phares
Mr. and Mrs. John Phillips
Mrs. Amy Pinac-Wimberley
Ms. Carolyn Pizzeck
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Place
Ms. Cheryl Prejean
Mrs. Patti Prosper
Mrs. Kim Puissegur
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Rabidoux
Mr. and Mrs. Trubee Racioppi
Ms. Nancy Ray
Ms. Rebecca Rhoto
Ms. Diana Ricou
Ms. Patricia Roberts
Ms. Roslan Robertson
Ms. Sebrina Rodriguez
Ms. Tish D. Rogers
Ms. Crystal Rowell
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sabalot
Ms. Anne Scholl
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schonberg
Ms. Etheldra S. Scoggin
Ms. Eileen Seese
Mr. Manuel Serrano
Mr.and Mrs. Danny Shaw
Ms. Penny Shelton
Ms. Janel Shields
Mr. and Mrs. George Shuler
Ms. Mary Kathryn Silvestri
Ms. Carol Skillings
Ms. Latasha Skyles
Mr. Greg Smith
Mr.* and Mrs. Fred Smith

Mr. Tom Snedeker
Mrs. Gail Stilwell
Ms. Debra Stuart
Ms. Serinna Tate
Ms. Anna Thompson
Mr. Anthony Thompson
Mr. Patrick Torcson
Mrs. Devin Tournillon
Ms. Maria C. Tresvik
Mrs. Nicole Tribou
Mr. Thomas “Lee” Trumble
Ms. Kristina Tschannen
Mrs. Jessica L. Valladares
Mr. and Mrs. James Valliant
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Vanek
Ms. Annie M. Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Warner
Mrs. Antryion Warren
Mr. Harry Watkins
Mr. Travis Watson
Mr. Jason Weilbaecher
Ms. Marilyn Wenzel
Mr. Charles Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Whittaker
Ms. Barbara M. Wietfeldt
Ms. Constance Willems
Mr. Casey Willems
Mr. Briggs Wimberley
Ms. Nancy G. Wogan
Mrs. Roxanne Wright
Mrs. Karin Wylie
Brinson, Askew, Berry, Seigler,
	 Richardson and Davis
Chevron
Community Center At Christwood
Ericksen Krentel CPAs
Forstall Interiorscapes
Louisiana Seafood Exchange
Louisiana Watercolor Society
Thomas B. Aldridge Jr. Fund
S&W Wholesale Foods
Pledgeling Foundation
Mele Printing

*Deceased

2 0 2 2  A N N U A L  R E P O R T W W W.C H R I S T W O O D R C .C O M 9



Six New Inspire Grants 
Funded by Donations in 2022

T H E  S P I R I T  O F  C H R I S T W O O D10

Drone for the IT Department
Paul Krobert, Network Administrator, applied 
for a grant to purchase a new drone to be used 
for historical archiving, events and after-storm 
assessment. Paul reported, “We are already 
putting it to good use.”

Tower Gardens for Assisted Living and Long Leaf
Lead Receptionist Victoria Edwards applied for this grant after reading an article about the benefits 
of hydroponic gardens in communities such as Christwood. “These gardens will enrichen the lives 
of our residents through engaging activity, and they are handicap-accessible,” she reported.

Community Center Veranda Upgrade
Executive Officer, Steve Holzhalb applied for the grant to improve this lively social area outside 
the pool. The new furniture will allow for more events to be held in this popular area.

The Inspire grant program is a way for everyone in the Christwood community to see their ideas come to 
life. To facilitate this process, the Foundation annually accepts applications for grants from staff, residents and 
their families to improve the Christwood campus. We’re genuinely impressed with the wide range of ideas 
and projects we’ve been able to help complete. Thanks to all who donated throughout the year, enabling 
us to fund these projects that continue to improve our community!
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Pea Patch Upgrade
Resident Barbara Beauchamp applied for a grant to 
enhance the walkways and aesthetic appeal of the 
popular gardening area. “With a few modifications, 
the Pea Patch may gather a few more gardeners,” 
she says. “Better drainage and improvements to the 
pathways will benefit all of us who love the Pea Patch.”

Gazebo Ramp
Resident Eileen Seese applied for a grant to add a handicap-accessible ramp to Christwood’s 
signature gazebo. “I thought it was sad that anyone with a walker or scooter was unable to enjoy 
the gazebo,” she said. “I am excited that my idea was selected and that we all are now able the 
beautiful scenery from the gazebo.”

Obie Gaming Systems 
Many of our Independent residents have used the Obie Gaming 
System during Happy-Hour gatherings. Community Relations 
Coordinator Jenny Hamlin applied for a grant to purchase two 
more of the systems to be used by Assisted Living and Long Leaf 
residents. “Staff in these departments noticed cognitive, mood 
and physical benefits when the system was in use,” she says. 
“This system can offer an activity when a family visits, or simply 
be a fun way to pass the time.”
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There were no scheduled exhibitions in Christwood’s Atrium during 
the pandemic — for a period of more than two years. It was dormant 
to the residents and to members of the surrounding community for 
the first time since its inaugural exhibit in 2012. But there was frenetic 
activity behind the scenes. It was a period of gestation and of growth.

“The focus began to change — the vision for what the gallery could be evolved,” said Ann Loomis, 
the gallery’s curator. “We turned inward. We took stock of where we had been. We did research. We 
brainstormed. We looked at other galleries developed by other communities such as ours, and we 
explored the concept of the arts as a healing element.”

“And soon we were looking at everything through this prism. We were not just a gallery now, we were, 
and are, a fine arts initiative. Working with our Executive Officer Steve Holzhalb we codified and defined 
this initiative with a mission statement: Through the vitality of the creative arts and human connection, 
the community is enriched.”

of the Atrium Gallery
The Evolution

AT R I U M  G A L L E R Y  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
(From left) Jessica Valladares, Catherine Deano, Ann Loomis, Sarah Sparkman Boyd, Emery Clark 

(Not pictured: Beverly Gariepy, John Maginnis, Don Marshall)
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With this new vision, the Atrium Gallery became more than a venue. It became an institution. It adopted 
acquisition guidelines, established an acquisition fund in the Christwood Foundation and created a board 
of directors.

With this new vision and newfound energy, the Atrium Gallery launched a major exhibit displaying dozens 
of paintings, watercolors and pastels by 23 regional artists — all meditations on the healing properties of 
nature. It was well-attended by residents and members of the surrounding community alike.

The Gallery rounded out the year with two additional exhibits, one featuring nature photography by 
three Louisiana photographers, and the second, the Louisiana Watercolor Society’s Annual Juried Exhibit.



What is now known as the Christwood Players “Variety Show” 
was initiated by resident Jim Deboisblanc. Dr. Steve Gorin and his 
wife attended the first show in 2015 and described that particular 
show as “hilarious and chaotic.” Dr. Gorin and Mr. Deboisblanc 
became fast friends and decided to work together on future shows. 
According to Dr. Gorin, Jim Deboisblanc was the “idea guy.” Dr. Gorin 
was the “make a plan” guy.

Dr. Gorin has helped to plan and organize each show and since it’s 
inception 8 shows have been performed. The most recent show 
was held in November of 2022.

Popular radio and television personality Jeff Crouere was the volunteer Master of Ceremonies of the 
show. Jeff has filled this important role in all eight shows and delighted residents and guests alike with 
his unique humor and charm.

After the last performance, an audience member expressed to Dr. Gorin, “We laughed so hard and that is 
what we need.” There is much momentum now and a 9th show is being planned for the spring of 2023.
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Covington Mayor Mark Johnson and Louisiana State Treasurer John Schroder, 
Co-Grand Marshalls of Christwood’s Inaugural Krewe of Mischief Marching Parade 
in February 2022, led some 300 revelers, consisting of Christwood residents and staff, on a marching 
parade from the Christwood Community Center to the Christwood Atrium where they celebrated 
the “Atrium Extravaganza,” enjoying live music, King Cake and beverages.

Members of the Christwood Community Center participated in the march and celebration as well.

A group of residents dubbed “the Chair Yats,” decorated their electric scooters and rode them in the 
parade. They were joined by members of the Mande Milkshakers, a popular women’s marching group, 
and other ad hoc groups.

And Steve Holzhalb made a surprise appearance as a gilt-clad Elvis Presley riding in a Christwood golf 
cart, throwing beads and trinkets to onlookers.

“Everyone had a ball!” Jessica Valladares, Christwood’s Chief Administrative Officer, who coordinated 
the parade and reception, remarked. “They all seemed ready to break out of pandemic boredom and 
kick up their heels!”

“This was a wonderful event,” Mayor Mark said. “It was really nice to get out and have a good time with 
these wonderful folks. After a long winter, we were all ready for a little fun. Laissez les bon ton rouler!”
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Krewe of Mischief Marching Parade
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On Tuesday, March 29, 2022, Christwood was pleased to host the Junior League of Greater Covington for 
a social mixer and lecture. Jessica Valladares, Chief Administrative Officer and member of the Junior League 
initiated and facilitated the community partnership and coordinated the educational/social event.

Christwood welcomed residents from the greater Covington area, League members, Community Center 
members, and Christwood residents in the Community Center commons for a lecture highlighting local 
programs for Hospice Services, grieving children, and grief and loss support.

Taylor Thornton Director of Business Management, Heart of Hospice Covington gave an overview of 
what hospice care is, why it is such an asset to our community, and how hospice can help families on 
their end-of-life journey.

Cheryl Scaglione, Assistant Director of Hospice House shared information about their service to the 
community. Cheryl also introduced the mission of Camp Bearable, a grief camp for kids ages 7-12 that 
have lost a loved one and need support coping with their grief and connecting with other children with 
similar experiences. During camp kids participate in art, music, and horse therapy to help them learn 
how to cope with their grief.

Jenny Hamlin LCSW, CFLE Christwood Community Relations Coordinator, spoke about grief and loss and 
how individualized it is for each of us. She discussed, how to help oneself and others during times of grief.

Junior League of Greater Covington visits Christwood
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The Senior Management Team (SMT) serves at the pleasure of the Executive officer, supporting and 
implementing the goals and objectives of the Christwood Board of Directors. In 2021-22, the SMT 

participated on the Master Plan Task force along with several board members, actively reviewing the 
Master Plan development proposals for 60 undeveloped acres on the Christwood campus. The SMT 

is now working with the Executive Officer and Master Plan committee to refine and execute the plan.

CHRISTWOOD COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 

	 Alzheimer’s Association, Northshore, LA 
	 Baton Rouge Area Foundation 
	 Capella University 
	 Chevron 
	 Eat Fit Northshore 
	 Habitat for Humanity St. Tammany West 
	 JAG - Jobs for America’s Graduates 
	 LATAN - Louisiana Assistive Technology 
	 Access Network 
	 Louisiana State University 
	 Northshore Community Foundation

	 Northshore Food Bank 
	 Northshore Technical Community College 
	 Ochsner Health Systems 
	 Resource Bank 
	 Solomon Episcopal Conference Center 
	 Southeastern Louisiana University 
	 St. Tammany Chamber of Commerce 
	 St. Tammany Hospital Foundation 
	 St. Tammany Parish Health Systems 
	 Tri-Parish Works 

Christwood values its ongoing relationships with other not-for-profit organizations and community 
partners in the greater community. We continually seek ways to work together for the mutual benefit 
of each organization.

(From left) Ken Hamlin, Elizabeth Jackson, Marty Dean, Tami Perry, Steve Holzhalb, Lee Trumble, Jessica Valladares

S E N I O R  M A N A G E M E N T  T E A M
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The Christwood community has a history of reinvesting in its future. A significant remodel of the 
independent living quarters was completed in 2022. This was in keeping with the community’s goal of 
offering concierge living to more than 250 residents, with access to resort-style amenities, convenient 
services and access to quality healthcare.

With a wider view of preparing for the future, the Board of Directors assembled a Master Plan Task Force, 
with the objective of updating the Master Plan, which had last been updated in 2012. The Task Force 
consisted of Board members, members of the staff, management company members and Greenbriar 
Development Company members.

The team reviewed the history of Christwood’s growth from 2007 to 2019 and conducted on-site visits, 
charrettes with staff, residents, Board members, prospective members, and Community Center members. 
From this intensive research and planning, the task force developed as preliminary land-use study that 
supports the Christwood mission.

Updates to the plan include a comprehensive review of the current campus and plans for future use 
of the 60 adjacent undeveloped acres that Christwood has owned since 2012.

Reinvesting 
for the Future
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Under consideration is the possible addition of 80 new independent apartment homes and cottages, 
new common space for community activities, pickleball courts, an ancillary clubhouse, bocce ball and 
croquet courts.

To meet the growing interest in pickleball, Christwood is exploring the addition of a pickleball facility 
featuring indoor and outdoor courts. The facility is envisioned to complement the Community Center’s 
indoor heated pool and other senior fitness offerings on campus.

Also under consideration is a new health center, which would offer personal care services for individuals 
including assisted living or skilled nursing services.

C H R I S T W O O D 
M A S T E R  P L A N 

TA S K  FO R C E
(Seated from left) Executive Officer, L. Steve Holzhalb, III, D. Min, 

Task Force Chair Beverly Gariepy (Standing from left) Skip Scoggin, 
Jessica Valladares, Lee Trumble, Elizabeth Jackson, Ken Hamlin, 

Tami Perry, Richard Cryar, Marty Dean

Not pictured: Board President, Paul Dennis, Ed Miltenberger
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100 Christwood Boulevard 
Covington, LA 70433 
(985) 898-0515

Christwood’s mission is to help seniors live with dignity, 
independence and the assurance of needed physical, 

spiritual and medical care. Christwood will also foster, 
sponsor, organize, develop, and participate in other 
activities of a charitable, educational or scientific 

nature compatible with its mission.

OUR MISSION


