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Christwood’s mission is to help seniors live with dignity, 
independence and the assurance of needed physical, 

spiritual and medical care. Christwood will also foster, 
sponsor, organize, develop, and participate in other 
activities of a charitable, educational or scientific 

nature compatible with its mission.

Learn more about planned giving and sign up for our newsletter at ChristwoodFoundation.com.
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Christwood and the Community
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(From Left) Chav Pierce, Seth Donald, Jimmy Rogers, Jim Valliant, Tim Cutt, Charlie Wheeler, 
Patti Ellish, Bryan Huval, Jack Greene, Todd Richard, Mike Cushman, Charlie Goodyear 

(Not Pictured) Kerry Milton, Midge Collett, Richard Cryar, Beverly Gariepy

Patti Ellish

CHRISTWOOD BOARD

The author, philosopher, and theologian Henri Nouwen once wrote, “Community is 
first of all a quality of the heart. It grows from the spiritual knowledge that we are alive 
not for ourselves but for one another.”

Christwood is a community of residents and those who serve them, and it is surrounded by a vibrant 
community that has come to be called the Northshore. We on the board of directors seek to deliver a special 
quality of life to our residents, but also to actively participate in the life of the community that surrounds us.

There are events that open Christwood’s windows to the outside world, such as the six annual art exhibits in 
the Christwood Atrium Gallery, which announced this year a partnership with the Saladino Gallery in Covington. 
The entire Northshore community is invited to the opening receptions, which feature live music, hors d’oeuvres 
and refreshments. In addition, the community is invited to view the works of displayed art on weekdays for the 
life of the exhibit.

Another window into Christwood are the annual Lenten labyrinth walks accompanied by spiritual sound baths. 
The public is invited to attend a lecture on labyrinths and to walk the 11-circuit temporary labyrinth that is 
modeled after the original one on the floor of the Chartres Cathedral in France.

Christwood also greatly values its ongoing relationships with other not-for-profit organizations and community 
partners throughout the greater Northshore community and beyond. For a complete list of these organizations, 
please see page 10.

In closing, I would like to say that I am proud to be a member of the Christwood board of directors and of the 
close working relationship we have with the residents and staff of this fine institution. We truly strive to live not 
for ourselves, but for one another.

Sincerely,

Patti Ellish, President, Christwood Board of Directors



When Christwood was first envisioned and began to take shape in the early 1990s 
it was the commitment and vision of the first Board of Directors, largely members 
of Christ Episcopal Church our sponsor, with the addition of Northshore community 
leaders who brought specific skills that Christwood be founded on the principle that 
we were not creating a place of isolation apart from the larger community in which 
we exist. That principle, implied in our Mission Statement, has been intentionally 
enacted in myriad ways and results in a campus that is both protected and open.

Early on we have understood ourselves to be a part of a larger neighborhood, connected not just by road 
and other infrastructure but by spirit, culture and a sense of place. Always respecting the individual, we have 
understood that the more we are aware of our ties to the larger community the greater the fulfillment of our 
life and purpose.

We celebrate community occasions with a variety of activities too numerous to recount. It’s life well lived in 
a community of caring fellow residents. This report will feature a few of the events that enhance community 
life such as the Atrium Art shows’ receptions, the annual Piatigorsky Foundation’s recital, or just a happy hour 
or bridge game, or a Christmas celebration in the newly expanded and remodeled Community Center.

Highlights from this year include laying the foundation for the expanded construction of the two new Pickleball 
courts in a Pavillion named for one of our residents, Peter Cutt, and which will include a state-of-the-art 
High-Definition Sports center, ideal for residents, their families and Community Center members.

As we look ahead, we remain committed to fostering a culture of growth and excellence, meeting the needs 
of today while anticipating the opportunities of tomorrow.

Thank you for being part of this journey.

Steve Holzhalb, Executive Officer

LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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Steve Holzhalb

Elizabeth Jackson, Gregg Avila, 
Captain John Evans, Sheriff Randy Smith 
and Steve Holzalb at the Grand Opening 
of the St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s 
Patrol Station District 3.



A Message From the Foundation’s Director
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The philanthropic spirit has been palpable here in our Christwood community 
this year. Between volunteering for community events, in kind donations, excitement 
around the upcoming Peter Cutt Pavilion, Inspire Grants, Buddies for Life, Scholarships, 
Emergency Assistance grants, there has been no shortage of activity in the Foundation.

We were so thankful to receive a grant from the Greater New Orleans Foundations Pratt-Stanton Manor Fund 
to support our Seniors Safe at Home program. Seniors Safe at Home allowed us to go out into the community 
and help seniors have more comfortable and safe environments.

This August, we were blessed to hold our first ever School Supply drive which allowed us to put together 
94 backpacks fully stocked with supplies for the children of our hardworking staff.

The mission of the Foundation is always to broaden Christwood’s margin of excellence and continue making 
Christwood a better place to live and work. I am honored to have been a part of all the good we accomplished 
this year, thanks to our Board of Trustees and our generous donors. The opportunities are endless, and we are 
so excited for you to read about our amazing year.

Sincerely,

Amy Pinac-Wimberley, Executive Director

Amy Pinac-Wimberley

(From Left) Amy Pinac-Wimberley, Bryan Huval, Kim Vanek, Fran Phares, Jack Greene, 
Conie Abernathy, Mike Olivier, Midge Henry, Jim Valliant, Judie Boudin, Steve Holzhalb 

(Not Pictured) John Maginnis, Beverly Gariepy, Paul Dennis

CHRISTWOOD FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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R E V E N U E  B Y  D E PA R T M E N T

Independent Living

Skilled Nursing

Assisted Living

Longleaf

Companion Care

Community Center

Christwood Connect

$10,064,160

$2,991,000

$2,382,000

$1,940,000

$906,000

$407,000

$162,000

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSIT Y

We are grateful to all our donors who have chosen to support Christwood’s 
mission through monetary and in-kind gifts to the Foundation between 

December 1, 2023 and November 1, 2024. $910,000 has been donated 
to the to the 2025 Expansion and Peter Cutt Pavilion and $325,000 

has been donated to other various funds.
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From the earliest days of our respective ministries, Christwood and 
Christ Episcopal School recognized and celebrated our relationship to Christ Episcopal 
Church from which our ministries sprang. Christ Church’s Vestry gave approval and resources to found 
and operate both of our ministries. As a result there was an awareness that as CES and Christwood grew 
and developed their own respective ministries, cultures and programs, it would be important to maintain 
the relationships to build on a tripartite synergy.

While various means to “stay connected” evolved through the years, the Tri-Board social and meal to build 
relationships among the various Board members came to be the preferred means to do so. Once a year, 
Christwood is able to host the members of the Church Vestry, the School Board, and the Christwood Board 
of Directors with the Clergy and senior staff of each ministry to come together to exchange plans, goals, 
and operating principles that guide our respective ministries.

Christ Episcopal School while definitively an Episcopal school, opens its doors to students of all faiths. 
Christwood’s identity is similar in that the Community mission arises from those principles and practices 
of the Episcopal church but ministers without distinction to seniors of all faith traditions. The Tri-Board 
meeting is an outward expression of that connectivity among the three ministries.
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Christwood Announces Plans 
For A State-of-the-art Recreation Center

In June, the Tri-Board Gathering announced plans 
for a major expansion of the Community Center 
at Christwood. The expansion includes a recreation 
center housing two indoor pickleball courts, plus a 
state-of-the-art HD Sports Room featuring the latest 
technology in high-definition sports equipment.

“After receiving word of a major gift from Tim and Carolyn Cutt in honor of Tim’s father, Peter Cutt, a former 
Christwood resident and pickleball player, the board voted unanimously to proceed with this new recreation 
center, which constitutes Phase I of the expansion of our community center,” said Patti Ellish, president of the 
Christwood Board of Directors. The second phase of the expansion will include additional new independent 
living carriage homes and cottages, Ellish added.

The Cutt gift led the way for several additional pledges, including a major gift from Don and Debbie McMath, 
the Andy Goodyear fund and several significant anonymous gifts.

(From Left) Charlie Wheeler, Rev. Seth Donald, Patti Ellish, Tim Cutt, 
Steve Holzhalb, Don McMath, Kieran Weldon, Mike Cooper, Rick Smith



— ST EV E HOLZ HA LB,  CHR ISTWOOD EXECUTIVE OFFICER

“We take seriously our mission of expanding 
the possibilities for making life better for older 
adults in every way. This is just one more step 

toward achieving this important goal.”
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Parish President Mike Cooper and Steve Holzhalb

Carolyn Cutt, Steve Holzhalb and Tim Cutt
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DONOR LIST

DONATIONS RECEIVED BETWEEN 11/1/2023 - 11/31/2024

The following donors have generously supported the mission of Christwood.

Conie Abernathy
Joyce Allgood
Shabrina Anders
Karena Anderson
Patricia Anderson
Gregg Avila
Jackie Baker
Jamie Ball
Lennon Banker
Noel Banowetz
William Barfield
Constance Barkley
Liz Barlett
Ana Beckett
Randy and Rebecca Becnel
Aimee and Michael Bell
Alysia Bennett
Eileen Bennett
John Berry
Ruth Bienvenu
Will Bienvenu
Michael and Charlotte Binnings
Susan Blalock
Todd Blanc
Rachel Blessey
Iris Blundell
Bonnie Booth
Judie Boudin
Leona Bourgeois
Michael and Suzanne Brown
Jennifer Buchholz
Helen Butcher
Anne Butts
Anne Cain
Howard C. Capito
Philip and Winnie Carruth
Robert Carter
Laron Carter
Lattimore Casnave
Latonya Ceazer

Betsey Cigarran
Chris and Alyce Coincon
Colleen Coleman
Coty Cortez
Mandy Couvillion
Chandler and Sue Craig
Shenard Crandle
Kelly Crawford
Patrick Crosby
Britttany Crosby
Robert Cunningham
Brittany Curry
Michael and Denise Cushman
Carolyn and Tim Cutt
Penny Daigle
Gloria Darby
Shannon Day
Marty Dean
Diane Delaney
Paul and Carrie Dennis
Karen Depp
Chris Dippel
Barbara Dodds
Seth and Amy Donald
Keith Duet
Danielle Dufrene
George Dunbar
David Duplantier
Erica Eckert
Victoria Edwards
Vanessa Edwards
Patti and Gary Ellish
June Erwin
Scott Ewen
Cassidy Falterman
Pierre and Amelie Faure
Marty Fleming
Martin Frost
Mike Gaffney
Hailey Garic

Paul and Beverly Gariepy
Angela Garland
Raina Generose
Alan and Myralynn Gibbs
Sherwood and Anne Githens
Lashonda Gladden
Denise Goodwin
Charles “Chip” and Elizabeth Goodyear
Charlie and Linda Goodyear
Sally Goodyear
Montega Gordon
John and Suzy Graham
Jack and Judy Greene
Susan and Jimmy Gundlach
Jenny and Ken Hamlin
Robert Hanson
Donna Harkins
Greg Heisser
Stephanie Hemphill
David and Midge Henry
Jane Herbst
Arlene Herdrich
Ruth Herkes
Tealy Hewgley
Alice Hockenbury
Steve and Julie Holzhalb
Ebony Hoskins
Ralph and Suzette Howe
Bryan and Eileen Huval
John Inguagiato
Tyler Israel
Annette Jackson
Elizabeth Jackson
Darlene Jarrell
Isabella Jarrell
Barbara Johnsen
Brandy Johnson
Darrell Joiner
Margaret Joly
Corrina Jones
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Heather Jones
Melinda Jones
Sean Jones
Trent and Cecile Jones
Claudia Kelleher
Richard Kilgore
Jacob Kilpatrick
Margot Koch
Paul Krobert
Ken and Janice Lacassin
Jackie Lafitte
Megan Lasha
Lauren Lee
Shelby Lee
Alice Lipari
John and Rose Maginnis
Laura Manton
Baileigh Marcotte
Bob Martin
William McCoy
D’Andre McDowell
Peggy McElveen
Sally McGehee
Michael and Leigh McGraw
Don and Debbie McMath
Bennett Miller
Barbara Mitchell
Warren Moore
Courtney Moran
Scott Morrison
Kasie Mulvihill
Judy Munden
Flo Murat
Deborah Mykolyk
Nathan Ocmond
Toni Ogden
Donald Oliver
Michael and Chesha Oliver
Donald Olivier
Tronice Parker

Maurice Patrick
Geraldine Payton
Tami Perry
Gercelyn Peterson
Frances Phares
Amy Pinac-Wimberley
Karen and Morris Place
Garrett Pounds
Rachel Powell
Cheryl Prejean
Elizabeth Prendergast
Patti Prosper
Kim Puissegur
Melanie Pyle
Jeanette Ralph
Yrmaris Ralph
Todd and Norma Richard
Cashondell Richardson
David and Tiffany Rieveschl
Charles Robinson
Tish Rodgers
James and Mary Rogers
Rebecca and Rory Roniger
Crystal Rowell
Raina Rudolph
Michael Russell
Kay and Mike Ruwitch
Anne Scholl
Eileen Seese
Austin Shaw
Mary Kathryn Silvestri
Latisha Skyles
Dorothy Bader- Smith
Pat Smith
Gail Stilwell
Angelita Thompson
Semetra Thompson
Anthony Thompson
Peggy Tonti
Devin Tournillon

Donald Trosclair
Nick Tusa
James and Margaret Valliant
Tracy Van Norman
Kim and Rich Vanek
Annie Wallace
Vida Ward
Harry and June Warner
Kim Warren
Antryion Warren
Ray Washington
Travis Watson
Jason Weilbaecher
Colleen Weimer
Jonathon Weiser
Charles Wheeler
Carol White
Barbara Wietfeldt
Bethany Willams
Lee Willis
Peter Wilson
Briggs Wimberley
Lucianne Wood
Roxanne Wright
Shiquita Wright
Karin Wylie
AC Cross Pool
Anonymous
Christ Episcopal Church
Community Center at Christwood
DBH Chaffe III Donor Advisor Fund
Friends Of The Cabildo Museum Store
Greater New Orleans Foundation
Greenbrier Senior Living
Louisana Seafood Exchange
O2 Physical Therapy
Quality Care Rehab, Inc.
Sisters Of Benedict Of Colorado, Inc.
Slidell Refridgeration
St Tammany Cancer Fund



STARC residents thanking Christwood for the work done on their home. 
We were honored with the opportunity to complete the program and help 
seniors in our community!

CHRISTWOOD COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 

Christwood values its ongoing relationships with other not-for-profit organizations and community 
partners in the greater community. We continually seek ways to work together for the mutual benefit 
of each organization.
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AARP Smart Driver 

Alzheimer’s Association, Northshore, LA 

Civil Air Patrol of Louisiana 

Department of Veteran’s Affairs 

Friends of Cabildo 

Greater New Orleans Foundation 

Habitat for Humanity St. Tammany West 

Lacombe Art Guild (LAG) 

Lakeview Hospital 

Louisana Veterans Honor Medal Program 

Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency 

Louisiana Watercolor Society 

NOMA 

Northshore Community Foundation 

Northshore Foodbank 

Northshore Technical College 

Ochsner Health Systems 

Resource Bank 

Saladino Gallery 

STARC of Louisiana 

Solomon Episcopal Conference Center 

Southeast LA Veterans Cemetery 

Southeastern Louisiana War Veterans Home 

St. Tammany Aging Network 

St. Tammany Art Association 

St. Tammany Chamber of Commerce 

St. Tammany Hospital Foundation 

St. Tammany Parish Health System 

St. Tammany Veteran’s Honor Guard 

West St. Tammany Public School’s 

Community Learning Vocal Festival

THANK YOU to the Greater New 
Orleans Foundation’s Pratt Stanton 
Manor Fund for supporting our program 
Seniors Safe at Home!

The Greater New 
Orleans Foundation



Back to School Drive
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The Foundation is so excited to continue our partnership with the 
1850 House Museum Gift Shop. Volunteers run the gift shop located 
in our Community Center and allow residents and visitors the 
opportunity to shop for gifts right here on campus! The Friends 
of the Cabildo donates a portion of their profits to the Christwood 
Foundation’s Healing Arts Fund.

Friends of the Cabildo

The Christwood Foundation, along with the Christwood 
HR staff, held our first ever Back to School Drive. Because 
of generous donations, we were able to give 94 fully 
stocked backpacks to Christwood families! It was a joyous 
and exciting day, complete with a blessing of the backpacks, 
ice cream and bagged lunches.

Lead volunteers Ruth and Michael Burke in front of the 
pop up shop located in the Christwood Community Center.



Celebrating a Decade of Wellness: 
The Community Center’s 10th Anniversary
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In March 2024, The Community Center proudly celebrated its 10th Anniversary. Over the past decade, it 
has evolved into more than just a health club; it is a comprehensive health and wellness center dedicated 
to promoting active aging. Serving adult members aged 55+ from the Greater Northshore Community, 
as well as Christwood residents, The Community Center has become a cornerstone of healthy living.

Randy Becnel, the Wellness Director at The Community Center, emphasizes the profound impact regular 
exercise has on the health of older adults. “Regular exercise plays a tremendous role in positively impacting 
the health of older adults,” says Becnel.

Members of The Community Center enjoy a variety of amenities designed to support their wellness journey. 
The indoor heated pool, featuring six 25-yard lanes, is perfect for lap swimming and a wide range of aquatic 
classes. Additionally, the spacious exercise rooms are equipped with state-of-the-art specialty equipment, 
ensuring that every member has access to the best resources for their fitness needs.

Beyond physical fitness, The Community Center also offers a robust array of social programs. These programs 
foster a sense of community and provide opportunities for members to engage in social activities, educational 
workshops and special events, all designed to enhance their overall well-being.

As we celebrate this milestone, we look forward to continuing our mission of fostering a vibrant, healthy 
community for years to come.
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Vital Sign Machine and EKG to be used in Skilled Nursing

Sensory LED Bubble Tube use in Skilled Nursing Activities

Calming Place to provide a state-of-the-art area 
for our Longleaf residents

Gazebo Furniture to update the premier gazebo 
for residents to enjoy

Portable Audio System to be used by residents 
and visitors for shows and programs

Signage for the Peggy Polchow Butterfly Garden 
to help identify the array of plants and butterflies

Camera and Lens to allow photography 
to be completed in house

Dog Park Lights to be utilized by independent residents 
and their canine companions

2024 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

INSPIRE GRANTS 2024

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2024 RECIPIENTS!

Thank you to our donors for allowing us to grant over $25,000 in scholarships this year!

Andrew Adam, Server 

Regan Barousse, CNA 

Isabella Jarrell, Receptionist 

Aline Krobert, Dining Information Manager 

Garrett Pounds, LPN 

Jason Weilbaecher, Director of Hospitality 

Jonathon Weiser, Administration and Events 

Mary Kathryn Silvestri, Foundation Coordinator 

Lexi Smith, LPN 

Mathew Ashley, Server 

Skylar Byers, CNA 

Austin Shaw, Dishwasher

(From Left) Garret Pounds, Jason Weilbaecher, Jonathon Weiser, 
Mary Kathryn Silvestri, Lexi Smith, Skylar Byers, Aline Krobert
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Atrium Gallery Announces 
Regional Partnership

The Christwood Atrium Gallery was host 
to six exhibits in 2024, featuring prominent 
regional artists such as Bernard Mattox, Phyllis 
Beiser, Carol Hollock, Babette Beaullieu, Margaret 
Crosby and Billy Solitario. Opening receptions 
for each exhibit were attended by Christwood 
residents and a number of art lovers from the 
Northshore community.

September’s exhibit marked the beginning 
of a partnership between the Atrium Gallery 
and the Saladino Gallery of Covington.

“This is an important partnership for the Christwood community and the community at large,” remarked 
Ann Loomis, curator of the Atrium Gallery. “I think it will elevate the Atrium Gallery’s visibility and reputation 
in the Louisiana art world and bring even larger audiences to our exhibits, which will also serve to benefit 
regional artists.”

“Looking ahead we plan to host exhibits of the Lacombe Art Guild, further expanding our outreach for the 
regional arts community,” Loomis continued.



In November board member Brig. Gen. Michael Cushman lead 
an excursion to The Jackson Barracks Museum in New Orleans. 
This outing was open to both residents and employees, as 
General Cushman had arranged for two Christwood employees, 
Paul and Lester Krobert, both members of Christwood’s I.T. 
Department, to donate over three hundred World War II 
photographs that were taken by their grandfather. These were 
delivered directly to the museum’s director Rhett Breerwood, 
who commended the brothers for such a meaningful gift.

In September, eleven Christwood residents traveled to New England to witness fall colors and enjoy lobster 
in Kennebunkport, Maine. From there, the group traveled to Portland, Maine to visit the most photographed 
lighthouse in the country. They also visited Lake Winnipesaukee, located in the foothills of the White Mountains, 
and in Vermont they took a gondola ride in Stowe for a birds-eye view of the White Mountains, ending the 
excursion in Boston with a tour of the Freedom Trail.

Another lively and well-attended event was held in 
October. The annual Christwood Players Variety Show, 
with ten acts bearing the theme of Smokey Joe’s Café 
was a smash hit. It featured a wide array of performances 
with singing, dancing, lip-syncing, a little Shakespeare 
and a lot of audience participation.

Highlights of Activities and trips in 2024

152 0 2 4  A N N U A L  R E P O R T W W W.C H R I S T W O O D R C .C O M

Visit to The Jackson Barracks Museum

Christwood Players Variety Show

New England Trip
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	 estled on a wooded and beautifully landscaped 117 acres in Covington, Louisiana, just 
	 north of New Orleans, Christwood is dedicated to expanding the possibilities and making 
	 life better for older adults in every way.

Our not-for-profit Life Plan Community, also known as a continuing 
care retirement community, offers independent and assisted living as 
well as cognitive memory care, skilled nursing and rehabilitative care.

Over the years, Christwood has expanded its mission to provide 
services to the greater Northshore Community. The Community Center 
at Christwood is a complete health, fitness and wellness center serving 
adults 55+ that also features a full-service spa and Forever Fit Kitchen. Christwood Companion Services, 
a division of Christwood, provides companion care to people both on campus and to the greater Northshore 
community. The Atrium Art Gallery showcases and supports the work of regional artists and hosts opening 
receptions that are open to art lovers from the Northshore community.

In the early 1980s, Reverend Stephen Holzhalb, then rector of Christ Episcopal Church in Covington, 
proposed the idea of Christwood to his vestry. With their enthusiastic support and assistance, a feasibility 
study was launched.

After establishing the need for a Northshore retirement community that would offer a vibrant, secure 
lifestyle for older adults, the vestry hired Christwood’s first Executive Director, Jack Lohman, and opened 
the community’s doors in May of 1996.

The following year, the Christwood Foundation was established as a not-for-profit, 501 (c) (3) organization 
with a mission of benefiting Christwood and its residents through philanthropic support.

Now, in it’s 28th year, under the leadership of our Executive Officer, our senior management team, and with 
the guidance of a 16-member volunteer Board of Directors, Christwood offers concierge living, resort-style 
amenities, convenient services and easy access to healthcare to more than 250 residents.

100 Christwood Boulevard O Covington, LA 70433
(985) 898-0515 O www.ChristwoodRC.com


